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†  The Church is open for you to pray in. Eucharistic 

Adoration is still taking place in the Church at this time.  

The hours are:  Monday—Thursday 3:00-7:00 PM.  

†  The Sacrament of Reconciliation is still available at  8:15 

AM Wednesday, Saturday and 9 AM and 3:00 PM. Call the 

office to arrange the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick.  

†  Things are continually changing.  Please visit our 

website: www.stfrancismerrill.org, our Facebook page, or 

you may also call the office (715-536-2803).  The parish 

office is open, but please call before stopping by.  

Mass intentions– Week of April 20-May 3, 2020 
(The Mass intentions in the 4/19/20 Newsletter were incorrect.)  

Monday April 20 2020: People of the Parishes            

Tuesday April 21 2020: For the healing of Tom Enerson 

 By: Jim Finucan 

Wednesday April 22, 2020: † Case Family 

 By: Family 

 Thursday April 23, 2020: † For the poor souls in purgatory 

 By: Jenny Maszk 
Friday April 24, 2020: For the intentions of the Custy Family 

Saturday,  April 25, 2020: People of the Parishes 

Sunday April 26, 2020: People of the Parishes 

Monday, April 27, 2020: † Fred Zipp Family 

 By: Marge & Phil Kamke 

Tuesday, April 28, 2020: People of the Parishes 

Wednesday, April 29, 2020: For the intentions of the Jack 

 Semling Family By: Pat & Kaz Buckett 

Thursday, April 30, 2020: For the intentions of Mary 

 Lagerbloom By: Pat & Kaz Buckett 

Friday, May 1, 2020: For the intentions of the Custy Family 

Saturday, May 2, 2020: People of the Parishes 

Sunday, May 3, 2020: People of the Parishes 

 
A note about Mass intentions: All  Saturday evening and 
Sunday Masses must currently be celebrated for the people 
of the parishes.  If you had a Saturday or Sunday Mass 
intention they are being rescheduled.  Weekday Masses 
intentions,  although private, may be celebrated with an 
intention. However, if you would like your mass to be 
rescheduled for later this year, so you can attend, please call 
the parish office.  Thank you.  

A Message from Fr. Chris 

This week we are given one of the most aspiring stories of 
sacred scripture. It is of course the story about Road to 
Emmaus, from Luke’s Gospel. There has been a lot of 
speculation about who these two disciples were. But one 
thing we do know is, for whatever their reasoning, they did 
not want to stick around in Jerusalem. We don’t know 
whether they were frightened, or their hopes were dashed, or 
for some other reason we don’t know, they were not going to 
stick around Jerusalem any longer. But as the story goes, they 
did not recognize Jesus as he drew near to them; he asked 
them what they were talking about, and they told him 
everything about Jesus the Nazarene and how he was 
persecuted. They told Him, not only had He been crucified, 
but stranger still,  some women had reported they had gone 
to the tomb and they did not find the body and they also 
reported seeing angels. Next came those words from Jesus, 
“How slow of heart to believe all that the prophets spoke!” So 
beginning with Moses and the prophets He breaks open all 
that was spoken about Him in the scriptures; (for these 
disciples, this was the Old Testament). When it grew late, the 
disciples urge Him to stay with them, and then it happened! 
He revealed himself to them and they recognized Him in the 
breaking of the Bread, and He disappears from their sight. It 
is now that they recognize how their hearts were burning, as 
the scriptures were broken open to them. Now these disciples 
can’t wait to get back to Jerusalem to report what had taken 
place! Why retelling of this story in this way? We can look at 
the structure of this story and see it is the same as the Mass. 
We recall what was dashed, or where we have fallen short in 
our daily lives. We recall what has happened to Jesus and the 
scriptures are broken open to us. Towards the end of the 
service bread is broken and given to us, and we recognize 
how our hearts burn for Jesus, in both His Word and His 
Sacrament. If I may also add, as a consequence from this 
Covid-19 virus, we long to come back to Mass Again. Let us 
pray: You Know OH LORD, how Our Hearts Burn to be with 
YOU! May we show, and may others see this longing we 
have for you in Word and Sacrament. You have given Jesus 
to be in our lives and we have come to recognize how deeply 
He is to be in our lives.    

Do you know someone who would like the weekly newsletter 

mailed to their home? Please call the parish office to arrange 

this.  

www.Formed.org-what to watch:  

“The adventures of Ociee Nash” 

Based on Milam McGraw Propst’s award-winning novel, A 

Flower Blooms on Charlotte Street, The Adventures of Ociee 

Nash is a delightful and inspiring film you won’t soon forget! 

Although nine-year-old Ociee loves roaming Mississippi’s 

1898 rural landscape, her widower father (Keith Carradine) 

feels that Ociee lacks a role model to help her become a 

“young lady.” So, Ociee boards a train to North Carolina, to be 

raised by her Aunt Mamie (Mare Winningham). Although 

Ociee meets heroes like the Wright Brothers and the U.S. 

President, she ultimately proves that she, too, is capable of 

greatness in this heartwarming, rewarding film the whole 

family will enjoy. Visit: www.formed.org to watch for free! 



Readings for the Week of  April 27,  2020  

Monday: Acts 6:8-15; Ps 119:23-24, 26-27, 29-30;  
 Jn 6:22-29 
Tuesday: Acts 7:51 — 8:1a; Ps 31:3cd-4, 6, 7b, 8a,  
 17, 21ab; Jn 6:30-35 
Wednesday: Acts 8:1b-8; Ps 66:1-3a, 4-7a; Jn 6:35-40 
Thursday: Acts 8:26-40; Ps 66:8-9, 16-17, 20;  
 Jn 6:44-51 
Friday: Acts 9:1-20; Ps 117:1bc, 2; Jn 6:52-59,  
 or, for the memorial, Gn 1:26 — 2:3 or  
 Col 3:14-15, 17, 23-24;  
 Ps 90:2-4, 12-14, 16; Mt 13:54-58 
Saturday: Acts 9:31-42; Ps 116:12-17; Jn 6:60-69  
Sunday: Acts 2:14a, 36-41; Ps 23:1-6; 1 Pt 2:20b-25;     
 Jn 10:1-10 

Our heartfelt thanks to everyone for continuing to support 

your parish.  You may mail your contributions, drop them 

off at door #3, or donate on line using our website. 

In this Sunday’s Gospel, as we hear the story 
of the disciples on the road to Emmaus, we 
also come to know that our daily reaching 
out to our neighbor is our daily walk with 
the risen Christ; we recognize Him in 
others.  If you know of someone suffering during this Covid 
19 virus period and might need  assistance, please call us at 
715-539-2666.  

Father Chris is celebrating Mass every day, 

and even though they are “private”  

(The church will be locked) you may join him 

on Facebook. 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday : 8:00 AM 

Wednesday: 9:00 AM 

Sunday: 9:30 AM 

———————————————— 

Every active parishioner in our data base has been mailed  

a letter last week from Fr. Chris.  If you did not receive 

one, or have questions regarding the letter, please call the 

parish office.  

SCRIP: Please continue to call your SCRIP orders into 

Kris at the parish office, so they can be prepared for you 

to pick up at Door #3. We are striving to still sell SCRIP 

while following the guidelines of social distancing. 

Thank you. 

HUGO’S PIZZA:  Hugo’s SCRIP certificates come in $5 

increments and they donate 8% to our school with 

every purchase.  They also donate money to St. Vinnie’s 

with each purchase. Thank you to Hugo’s Pizza! 

MERRILL FOOD PANTRY: The local food pantry is accepting 

SCRIP cards for donations.  Grocery stores, and gas 

stations are especially needed. 

RELOADABLE SCRIP CARDS:  Did you know that some 

SCRIP cards are reloadable? When you re-load  your 

card, the profit goes directly to St. Francis Xavier 

School.  Wal-Mart, Shell, Target, BP, and Subway cards 

are all example of cards that can be re-loaded on your 

smart phone, or home computer.  Visit: 

www.stfrancismerrill.org for details.  

THANK YOU TO KWIK TRIP for waiving shipping fees 

during the current Pandemic.  The cards come from 

LaCrosse, and the UPS charges have been waived.  

OUR GIFTS TO OUR LORD  
For the weekend of Apr 11‐12, 2020 Easter  

St. Francis 
Xavier Actual Amt needed 

Over (Under) 
since 7/1/19 

Adult Envelopes  $11,369.00  $8,000.00  ($57,449.63) 

Loose  $25.00  $375.00  $910.27  

ACH giving  $360.00  $1,461.54  ($6,124.62) 

Debt Relief  $921.00  $865.38  ($3,256.03) 

TOTAL $12,675.00 $10,701.92 ($65,920.01) 

St. John the 
Bap st   

Over (Under) 
since 7/1/19 

Adult Env. & 
Loose  $270.00  $984.62  ($11,803.13) 


