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Mass intentions– Week May 4, 2020 
 

Monday, May 4, 2020: † Ed Slewitzke 
 By: Kay Slewitzke 
Tuesday, May 5, 2020: † Pat Finucan 
 By: Jim Finucan 
Wednesday, May 6, 2020: Special intentions of the Mike Giese 
 Family By: Pat Buckett 
Thursday, May 7, 2020: Special intentions of Jenny Maszk 
 By: John Schnelle 
Friday, May 8, 2020: † Gertrude Bruss 
 By: Family & Friends 
Saturday, May 9, 2020: † Eddie Miller 
 By: Family 
Sunday, May 10, 2020: People of the parishes 
 
A note about Mass intentions: All  Saturday evening and 
Sunday Masses must currently be celebrated for the people 
of the parishes.  If you had a Saturday or Sunday Mass 
intention they are being rescheduled.  Weekday Masses 
intentions,  although private, may be celebrated with an 
intention. However, if you would like your mass to be 
rescheduled for later this year, so you can attend, please call 
the parish office.  Thank you.  

Father Chris is celebrating Mass every day, and 

even though they are “private”  

(The church will be locked) you may join him 

on Facebook. 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday, Saturday : 8:00 AM 

Wednesday: 9:00 AM 

Sunday: 9:30 AM 

A Message from Fr. Chris 

As I begin this reflection, I thought I might begin by doing 
something a bit different. I haven’t looked over the readings 
since the beginning of the week, I’m not even sure which 
Gospel we are reading from. However, I know this day is 
traditionally “Good Shepherd Sunday.” So I went to the United 
States Council of Catholic Bishops website. I wanted to see 
what their description was for this Sunday. They had on their 
website, “The purpose of this day is to publically fulfill the 
Lord's instruction to, ‘Pray the Lord of the harvest to send 
laborers into his harvest’ (Mt 9:38; Lk 10:2).  Please pray that 
young men and women hear and respond generously to the 
Lord's call to the priesthood, diaconate, religious life, societies 
of apostolic life or secular institutes.” My first thought is, 
“Wow, that is a beautiful command.” Perhaps a reflection in 
another light may help in seeing the value of this command.  

Over the past weeks I have heard and feel a lot of the tensions 
people have in their lives as a result of this Covid-19 
pandemic. People are frustrated because they can not work, 
shops are closed, they are unable to gather in public places 
and most of all, not being allowed to gather in their churches 
and receive Jesus in the Eucharist. The last of these is the most 
expressed, especially by those who frequent themselves to the 
Mass. Ultimately, the positions we are praying for in the 
Church help lead people into these mysteries of the Mass. 
Without trying to be harsh, because I know how difficult and 
how much people are suffering the loss of attending their 
parish, it is a gift to be doing everything to help people stay 
connected to their parish. Such as livestreaming Masses, 
continuing adoration in the parish with Exposition and 
Benediction, spiritual communions, publishing devotions, and 
all the other things. But lest I forget, and I need to keep 
reminding myself also, the ultimate goal for everything we do, 
is Heaven! Mass is our greatest form of public worship, and 
the place from where we get strength.  

But as I now go to the readings for today, from Acts, Psalm 23, 
Peter, and John, I have such a greater appreciation for our 
Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts he has given me, the sight of 
that abundant life found with him, Jn 10:10. In Acts I read, 
and my heart does go out to those waiting to be Baptized and 
waiting to receive our Lord for the first time. Yes, they are 
already members in their desire, but to receive our Lord in 
and through His Church… and if something dreadful should 
befall any of these, they can be assured of their delight! 
However, as Peter says in his letter, “patience for your 
suffering, for what you are doing is good, this is a grace 
before God.” Oh, may we all be a faithful witness for our 
Lord, and may we continue to grow in patience because of the 
trials that are placed in our lives. For what we have to go 
through here, is nothing less than grace for what you are 
preparing us for. That is greater than anything this world has 
to offer, Oh Great Shepherd of souls. May we work and pray 
with you in sending laborer’s in to the field.   

www.Formed.org-what to watch:  “What is Spiritual 

Communion?” We pray the Spiritual Communion during 

these uncertain times while watching Mass in our homes. 

But what is a Spiritual Communion? Tune in as Dr. Ben 

Akers helps us understand more, and get the most out of this 

opportunity.  
 

Thank you to Cameo Roets for donating this year’s Paschal 

Candle in memory of Patricia Koepke. The Paschal Candle 

(Easter Candle) is lit every Sunday from Easter to Pentecost, 

as well at all Baptisms and Funeral Masses.  
 

St. Francis Xavier Catholic School will again offer the Arthur 

Perkins Scholarship.  To apply, the application is available 

on our website: www.stfrancismerrill.org.   

Applicants need to be registered for the next school year and 

registered and contributing members of St. Francis Xavier 

Catholic Church. Thank you. 



Readings for the Week of  May 4, 2020 
 
Monday:      Acts 11:1-18; Ps 42:2-3; 43:3, 4;  
       Jn 10:11-18 
Tuesday:       Acts 11:19-26; Ps 87:1b-7; Jn 10:22-30 
Wednesday: Acts 12:24 — 13:5a; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8;  
        Jn 12:44-50 
Thursday:    Acts 13:13-25; Ps 89:2-3, 21-22, 25, 27;  
        Jn 13:16-20 
Friday:       Acts 13:26-33; Ps 2:6-11ab; Jn 14:1-6 
Saturday:     Acts 13:44-52; Ps 98:1-4; Jn 14:7-14 
Sunday:       Acts 6:1-7; Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19;  
       1 Pt 2:4-9; Jn 14:1-12 

Our heartfelt thanks to everyone for continuing to 

support your parish.  You may mail your contributions, 

drop them off at door #3, or donate on line using our 

Thank you to the Knights of Columbus crew that washed all 
the wood surfaces in the church on April 18, including walls, 
doors, pews, handrails, pulpit, choir area etc….  Pictured are left 
to right first row: Don MacSwain, Pete McConnell, Neil Raleigh 
Second row: Pete Mueller, Marty Swan, Clyde Nelson and Bill 
Hanson.  God Bless you all! 

SCHOOL FAMILIES: Your tuition credits have been 

calculated, and will be applied to your final tuition bill.  

People who purchase SCRIP routinely can save between 

$150.00 on their tuition twice a year.  Some families have 

credits of over $300!   

Thank you to everyone who is supporting our SCRIP 

program. 

St. Francis Xavier April 18‐19, 2020 

Adult Envelopes $5,520.00 

Loose $25.00 

ACH giving $2,950.00 

Debt Relief $725.00 

TOTAL $9,220.00 

St. John the Bap st  

Adult Env. & Loose $320.00 

St. Francis Xavier School 3rd Quarter Honor Roll 
Highest Honors 3.75 – 4.00             Honor Roll 3.00 - 3.249 
Ana Voermans                                  Roman Wunsch 
Isabel Wendt                                    Gracey Busterud 
*Sarah Rell                                        Samantha Homan 
McKenna Thomas                            Allison Lange 
Molly White 
Raphael Gerbig                                Honorable Mention 2.75-2.99 
Theo Johnson   Aidan White 
                                                          Joey Ruffi                                           
High Honors 3.50 – 3.749 
Bobby Hoffman   * denotes 4.0 GPA              
 Max Kuhn                                                                                                     
Owen Meehean                                                                  
     
Honors 3.25 – 3.499                             
Sergei Wunsch 
Slater Kalenske 
 
 

Do you know someone who would like the weekly newsletter 

mailed to their home? Please call the parish office to arrange 

this.  

      April 20‐21,  2019 

$9299.00 

687.62 

385.00 

$472.00 

10,843.62 

 

3,031.00 

OUR GIFTS TO THE LORD 

†  The Church is open for you to pray in. Eucharistic 

Adoration is still taking place in the Church at this time.  

The hours are:  Monday—Thursday 3:00-7:00 PM.  

†  The Sacrament of Reconciliation is still available at  

8:15 AM Wednesday, Saturday and 9 AM and 3:00 PM. 

Call the office to arrange the Sacrament of Anointing of 

the Sick.  

†  Things are continually changing.  Please visit our 

website: www.stfrancismerrill.org, our Facebook page, or 

you may also call the office (715-536-2803).  The parish 

office is open, but please call before stopping by.  


