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Mass intentions– Week  of  June 29, 2020 

Monday: No Mass (Fr. Chris is resuming his day off) 
Tuesday 5 PM: † Ben Yunek By: Agnes Yunek 

Wednesday 9:00 AM: † Bill & Tom Sheldon 

 By: Barb & Joe Carlson 

Thursday: No Mass 

Friday: 8 AM: † Lee Secard  

 By: Barb Hartwig Family 

Saturday: 4 PM: † Roy Drew By: Family 

Sunday: 7:45 AM: † Ed Slewitzke By: Kay Slewitzke 

 9:30 AM: † Don Semling  

 By: Jack & Faye Semling Family 

 11:30 AM (SJB): People of the parishes 
 

Until Thursday Mass can be resumed at St. John the Baptist 
and Pine Crest Nursing home, they will not be taking place.   

Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Who do You Love? 

 
Jesus asks his disciples to have total dedication to following 
him. As an example, he tells us that to be worthy we must 
love him more than we love our parents or children. He does 
not expect us to abandon them, just to have so much love for 
Jesus that it spills over to our family, allowing us to love them 
more deeply. But we can be so dedicated to Jesus that he 
comes first. That means that if we lose a family member 
through death or divorce, we still keep our faith in the Lord. 
If we see someone in our family stray from the faith, we try 
to bring them back through our prayers, example, and 
encouragement. If our spouse tries to lead us into sin, we 
have the courage to stand up for our faith. 

Jesus then gives examples of three kinds of disciples. First are 
the prophets. These are people who have lived the faith and 
are able to teach others the wisdom they have learned. They 
may be good counselors who advise us, teachers who inspire 
us, or leaders who encourage us to follow Jesus. While we 
may not have those qualities, Jesus promises to reward all 
who take their advice, learn from their teaching, or follow 
Jesus because of them. 

Second are the righteous, those whose quiet lives teach by 
example. Many good parents practice this type of 
discipleship. Children may not listen to their parents' advice, 
but still grow up with memories of how they lived. If we 
imitate the best of our parents' ways, we will receive the 
reward of the righteous. 

Finally, there are the "little ones." These, like children, follow 
Jesus with great joy and love. They may not be leaders or 
always get things right. They may be elderly, or disabled. In 
their weakness, they show us the Lord's power. When we 
respect and cherish them, we are able to see Jesus in them. 
And anytime we can experience Jesus through another 
person is a wonderful reward for a disciple. 
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Totus Tuus—coming July 12! 

Totus Tuus will be here July 12 – 17.  We are in need of 

two host families, one for the two young men and one for 

the two young women, to provide lodging.  We also need 

host families to provide dinners for the evenings of July 12 

– 16.  Hosting the team and providing dinner will look a 

little different this year then in the past. So, if you would 

like to host in either category, please contact Joe Velie at 

536-2803 or jvelie@stfrancismerrill.org for more details. 

Congratulations to our 8th grade graduates!!  A graduation 

prayer service was held outside at St. Francis.  The decision to 

have it outside was based on social distancing 

recommendations.  It was a wonderful evening to honor our 

graduates.  Their final year at SFX didn't end the way they 

expected but we were able to have a festive celebration to send 

them off.  Best wishes for their future!!  Pictured from left: Mrs. 

Schmidt (8th grade homeroom teacher), Sergei Wunsch, Roman 

Wunsch, Isabel Wendt, Ana Voermans and Aidan White. 

**The SFX School cash raffle is again underway.  We put the Cash 

Raffle on hold when our fish fries stopped. However, tickets are 

available once again in the parish office.  They are $5 each or a 

book of 5 for $20. Prizes are: 1st place—$1000, 2nd —$500, 

3rd—$200, 4th—$100, and 6 prizes of $50 each.  You do not 

need to be present to win. The drawing date will be August 19. ** 

The annual Diocesan Wedding Anniversary Celebration 
will be held virtually through a live stream mass celebrated 
by Bishop Powers in Superior at 11:00 AM on July 18.  To 
be part of this celebration please call the parish office to 
sign up by Thursday, July 9.  Your name and anniversary 
will be announced during the Mass. Thank you. 



Readings for the Week of  June  29, 2020 
 
Monday:  Acts 12:1-11; Ps 34:2-9;  
                 2 Tm 4:6-8, 17-18; Mt 16:13-19 
Tuesday:  Am 3:1-8; 4:11-12; Ps 5:4b-8; Mt 8:23-27 
Wednesday:  Am 5:14-15, 21-24; Ps 50:7-13, 16bc-17;  
                      Mt 8:28-34 
Thursday:  Am 7:10-17; Ps 19:8-11; Mt 9:1-8 
Friday:  Eph 2:19-22; Ps 117:1bc, 2; Jn 20:24-29 
Saturday:  Am 9:11-15; Ps 85:9ab, 10-14; Mt 9:14-17                      
or, for Independence Day, any readings from the Mass 
“For the Country,” nos. 882-886, or “For Peace and Jus-
tice,” nos. 887-891 
Sunday:  Zec 9:9-10; Ps 145:1-2, 8-11, 13-14;  
              Rom 8:9, 11-13; Mt 11:25-30 

The collection for the CRS Rice Bowls this year was 

$674.37. Thank you to those parishioners who supported 

this appeal.  

Retrouvaille August 7-9, 2020, Marathon, WI 

Is your marriage suffering under stress?  Retrouvaille is a 3-

phase program designed to give you the tools you need to 

restore joy and hope to your relationship. It is 

run by volunteers who have been attendees. 

The next program in Central Wisconsin 

begins with a weekend stay, August 7-9, 2020 

at St. Anthony Spirituality Center in 

Marathon. See comments from program 

participants at www.HelpOurMarriage.org .  

For more information call 1-877-922-HOPE 

(4673) Fully Confidential.  Registration is 

limited with Covid-19 precautions-call early! 

St. Francis Xavier June 13‐14, 2020 

Adult Envelopes  $5,940.25 

Loose  $407.80 

ACH giving  $360.00 

Debt Relief  $230.00 

TOTAL $6,938.05 

St. John the Bap st  

Adult Env. & Loose  $804.00 

June 15‐16,  2019 

$4,942.00 

$247.00 

$3,445.00 

$860.00 

$9,494.00 

 

$419.00 

OUR GIFTS TO THE LORD 

†  The Church is open for you to pray in. Eucharistic 

Adoration is still taking place in the Church at this time.  

The hours are:  Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 3:00-7:00 

PM. Tuesday 2:00-5:00 PM 

†  The Sacrament of Reconciliation is still available at  

8:15 AM Wednesday, Saturday at 9 AM and 3:00 PM. Call 

the office to arrange the Sacrament of Anointing of the 

Sick.  

†  Things are continually changing.  Please visit our 

website: www.stfrancismerrill.org, our Facebook page, or 

you may also call the office (715-536-2803).   

Parish Office Summer Hours 

The Parish Office is again open for business!  

Beginning June 1, 2020 the Parish Office  

is open these times: 
 

Monday–Thursday 8-4 PM 

Friday 9-1 PM 

The Parish Office is closed on  

Friday, July 3.  Have a safe Holiday Weekend. 

OTHER IMPORTANT NEWS…... 

 

† Fr. Chris’ last weekend Masses are June 27-28. His last 

weekday Mass is July 1st at 9:00 AM.  Because we are 

unable to gather as a community to say Good Bye, you 

are encouraged to write Fr. Chris at : 

Nativity of Our Lord/ Fr. Chris Kemp/ 110 Conro St/ 

       Rhinelander, WI  54501 

† A special Mass is being celebrated for our First 

Communion  Families on July 12 at 1:30 PM. We ask 

that this Mass be attended only by those families due to 

Social Distancing Guidelines. 

† Congratulations to Dr. Jeff Chrism and Luis Mendoza! 

Both have now received the sacraments of initiation and 

we welcome them to St. Francis Xavier! 

† We are excited to welcome Fr. Mariadas Vallabhaneni 

(Fr. Maria) to St. Francis Xavier & St. John the Baptist 

Parishes.  His first Mass will be Friday, July 3 at 8:00 

AM.  Fr. Maria’s Biography was emailed out this week, 

and will also be available in the back of church and the 

parish office.  Please join the parish staff in welcoming 

Fr. Maria to Merrill!  

† Everyone should have received a “Farewell” letter and 

CSA letter from Fr. Chris either through the mail, or via 

email on Saturday. If you did not receive one please call 

the parish office.  Also, if you have an email address, we 

would like to have that as well, to save on the cost of 

mailings.  Thank you for your cooperation. 


